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Martial Law — 


in Poland 


by Brian Amesly 
The decisive conflict between Pol- 
and’s workers and the state 1s under- 
way. There is good reason to believe 
that rather than solve the Polish cri- 
sis the present situation will intensify 
it. 

On December 13.the armed bodies 
of the Polish state went into action. 
This move was prompted by Solidar- 
ity’s call for a general strike arising 
from the failure of the pro-Soviet 
régime to more deeply integrate the 
union confederation into the existing 
social system. 

A military junta seized control of 
the state apparatus to crush the mil- 
itant workers’ movement. It did so in 
response to the failure of the politi- 
cally bankrupt, impotent and inter- 
nally bludgeoned Communist Party 
to restore order. 

What General Jaruzelski declared 
was a “State of War”. With it martial 
law went into effect with the forces of 
order systematically attacking Solid- 
arity offices across Poland. Thou- 
sands of Solidarity leaders, militants 


and sympathizers were arrested_in 


sht. Two detention centres out- 


been Shécted to Donge them. Clearly, 
the reign of state terrorism in Poland 
had been meticulously planned in 
advance. 

Solidarity’s legal right to exist was 
“suspended”. Important gains won 
by workers since August of 1980 
were swept away. These included the 
enjoyment of work-free Saturdays, 
the right to strike and basic civil 
liberties. 

The swift decapitation of Solidar- 
ity reflected its lack of preparedness. - 
Thus the regime dealt heavy blows to 
it and the working class in general. 
Nonetheless, these initial successes 
prove insufficient for the liquidation 
of the workers’ movement. 

While the call for an immediate 
general strike was not fulfilled on a 
national scale widespread worker res- 
istance did occur. Due to measures 
such as the militarization of many 
industries and especially the cutting 
of communications links the strug- 
gles were uniformly localized. Non- 
etheless, these local strike actions 
proved sufficiently strong enough to 
prevent the junta from easily gaining 
‘complete control of the country. 

Spontaneous Resistance 

Withing a few hours of the decla- 
ration of martial law 47 factories in 
Gdansk were strikebound. To the 
West along the Baltic Coast Szczec- 
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in’s shipyard’s were occupied. In 
South-Central Poland nearly all 
major industries experienced strikes 
in Poznan and Wroclaw. 

Strikes spread throughout much 
of Silesia in Southwest Poland. Min- 
ers intitiated many job actions while 
in Katowice the huge steelworks were 
occupied by 7000 strikers. 

Elsewhere the immediate situation 
following the declaration of martial 
law remains unknown. Certainly 
many workers did not strike. But 
there can be little doubt that others 
did. 

The regime was well prepared. It 
quickly unleashed mobile comman- 


' do teams assisted by the para-mili- 


tary defense forces, regular army 
units and members of Poland's 
350,000 strong police forces. These 
moved about Poland storming occu- 
pied workplaces and otherwise break- 
ing strikes. 

The repression was particularly 
effective in Warsaw. But elsewhere 
the degree of success varied con- 
siderably. 

In Gdansk there was a mass occu- 
pation of the Lenin Ship l 


police. Others remained compelling 


the regime to shut down the yards 


until after Christmas. Also in Gdansk 
two days of street fighting took place 
in which several youths were killed. 
Workers were not only killed in 
Gdansk. In Silesia 66 miners were 
killed near Katowice. There is also an 
unconfirmed report from Wroclaw 






















crackdown on Solidarity. 


remains — will Anarchy prevail? 

























launched in Poland can serve 


itself has undertaken, and that Is 


- the first week of martial law reports 







The following statement was issued by the Anarchist Groups of Montr eal 
and distributed at various demonst) ‘ations and actions in the.wake of the state 


Poland is heading towards Anarchy! It’s official. The Polish authorities 
understand the situation very well, there is no lapse in their thirst for 
power. When the workérs demand self-management, in a meaningtul way, 
it is time to-call in the police and to use the truncheon. One question 


The workers and peasants, women and men, that form the line-ups, that- 
are hungry, that work long hours, and who nevertheless resist, and who 
oppose the Socialist State work also for workers’ autonomy and for an 
organization controlled from the base. Does not this courage represent the 
courage of all humanity? The Crisis, which the Polish authorities excuse - 
to bring down the iron heel, is it not the same ‘crisis’ used by our 
bosses? And the appeals for order, the threats of armed intervention, the 
police actions, are not similar tactics used by all state authorities to intim- 
idate the people and prevent them from taking over the land, the factories, 
control of their workplaces and the products of their labour? 

Thinking that Solidarity is but a reflection of it’s own image, the State 
attacks and imprisons the union’s leadership. Bureaucrats, in the end. are 
all the same. Terrified by popular uprisings, uncontrollable by them, the 
Anarchist route, they use the only means they understand — cut off the 
head, and the base will collapse. But perhaps this time the base will not 
dissolve, will not give up. Perhaps the base, ingthe tradition of Solidarity, 
will oppose this State terror with it’s autonomy, decentralized in it’s var- 
ious local unions, spontaneous, militant, using direct action, resisting- 
wherever they find themselves in the workplaces and the streets. 

May the women and men of Poland, who have 
social revolution, so that their lives can belong to them, not cease in their 
efforts. And we, who live on the same earth, who suffer under the same 
crisis, and who are separated from their struggle only by time and space, 
we must not give up either. We should offer them our solidarity by 
denouncing their bosses and getting rid of ours. The General Strike » 
to get rid of our bosses too. What do we 
have to lose apart from a few Christmas presents? C omrades, let us offer 
Solidarity the only worthwhile solidarity, in undertaking what Solidarity 
an Anarchist revolution. ° 
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about 30 rail strikers being killed on 
December 14. 

The initial repression broke strikes 
in some placés only to have new ones 
start elsewhere. Mid-way through 

































emerged of strikes in Lodz and the 
Lublin area. 

The resistance is continuing. 
Strikes are in progress again at dif- 
ferent locations along the Baltic 
Coast. Radom in central Poland is 
being mentioned as a focal point of 
resistance for the first time. 

Silesia has been experiencing, the 
most strike activity. Miners holed - 
themselves up in a number of coal 
and copper mines. In some cases they 
sealed off access with explosives to 
keep the troops out. Likewise work-. 
ers at the Nova Huta steelworks 
sealed the place off while threatening 
to explode septic tanks before ending 
their days long occupation. 


Private farmers have added an- 
other dimension to the conflict. They 
have been witholding their produce 
in protest against martial law. 

Regime Weakness 
: ear that the jun 


popular resistance. Should it con 
tinue io do so the regime’s weakness 
will be embarrassingly evident. = 

Knowing this the junta tried to get | 5 -_ e& if | ap 
Walesa to call for an end to the i ww OE OOH we 







- strikes. He refused. Had he acquiesed 


the regime would once again be help- 


Determination 


See Polish Repression p. 3 


organized. On November 12 10,000 
strikers attended this meeting to let 
the company know there would be 
no toleration of red-baiting or con- 
tinued foot-dragging in contract talks. 
As Cec Taylor, president of local 1005 
United Steel Workers of America 
(USWA), put it, in responding to 
company ‘carping, we may be dedi- i 
cated hard-line socialists but it wasn’t 
us stalling on the terms of settlement. 

To underline our unanimous rejec- 

tion of the company’s pitiful $7.23 

(impact cost) proposal package pick- 

ets massed at Stelco’s primary works. 

Vehicles were desabled to block plant 
entrances, nails and glass were scat- 

tered about the approaches to the 

factory and a court injuriction limit- 

ing pickets as of November 13 was 

flaunted. Stelco was on the phone to 

the negotiating committee arranging 

to bargain almost immediately. There- 

after serious bargaining commenced 

and picketing quieted down accord- 

ingly. 


By Tom Marick 


What makes the recent strike at 
Stelco in Canada different is the 
emergence of an aggressive picketing 
style coupled with mass meetings to 
coordinate strategy. At the sprawling 
primary works in Hamilton this 
meant strikers went beyond passive 
resistance to enforce their proposals. 
In light of currency devaluatons and 
stock market depreciation, which pre- 
cipitate declines in the protit rate, this 
is a significant and welcome devel- 
opment. Overall the strike has increas- 
ed the confidence of workers.and their 
ability to collectively organize an 
alternative to the state imposed aus- 
terity programme. 

It was during the third and fourth 
month of the strike that many unio- 
nists concluded Stelco was trying to 
starve us back. In October and Nov- 
ember a clear escalation in picket 
line activity occurred together with 
this resolution. 

This transformation in the style of 
the strike was basically a response to 


; ; ; Between Novemiber 15 and Nov- 
the company’s refusals to negotiate. 


ot ember 30 the union and company 
Now the ante was raised if they reached a tentative agreement. Not 
didn’t change their approach. Each without difficulty though. First we 
time Stelco declined to bargain in * hadtowina guarantee nò employees — 
good faith picketers would lock up would be fired for picket line activ- ~ 
the plant completely bringing traffic ity, That was accomplished but the 
to a standstill and maintenance oper- union did not protest 26 disciplines = 
ations to a halt. Fighting with the arguing they could be resolved 
police would ensure at the plant through regular grievance channels. 
entrances ‘and then the company However the union loses 90% of the 
would make an improved offer. This grievances. Still it is significant that 
situation came to a head between for the first time since 1958 no em- 
November 12 and November 15. ployees were fired for picket line 
When the company broke off talks activity. 
on November 5 arguing that the Another problem, which was fairly 


union didn t represent the real inter- quickly resolved, was the company’s 
ests of its members a monster meet- insistance on having 1005 sign an 


ing in the local football stadium was 








fought for so long fora 





See Stelco p. 6 
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TO STRIKE! 


Carl Harp Defended 


Dear STRIKE! 

Carl Harp was my friend and comrade. His death by murder is 
a deep loss tö me. . 

Carl felt you were his comrades and friends. Even if you felt 
you had to print “A Challenge to the Prison Movement” could 
you not at least have given space in that issue to a rebuttal by 


- someone on Carl's side and who is a dedicated activist in the 


prison movement like Ron Reed? 

If Carl saw that awful article he must have felt it was like a stab 
in the back by people he trusted and supported. Cruel words can 
kill. Also, why did you print that article with so damn little 
editorial comment? 

Carl was tender, loving and sensitive. He needed Jove more 


than you can imagine. He was a sincere anarchist and revolu- 


tionary and will not be forgotten by those who knew him. He 
could never have sexually assaulted another human being even 
before he became an “authentic anarchist hero” (sic). 

In response to Chris Nielson’ s letter in the last issue, Carl was 
a convinced, enthusiastic supporter of feminism. He believed 
women and men should work equally for social revolution. He 
was not a feminist separatist. 

And as to the remark attributed to him of “I’m not sorry I did 
it, but I’m sorry it occured” had nothing to do with his alleged 
rape of two women. It concerned his accéptance of a certain legal 
counsel at the trial. 

All the evidence by special legal authorities points to the fact 
that he wasn’t the Bellvue sniper as alleged. 

The prison movement ts important to all true anarchists and 
libertarian socialists. In a way — as Ron seems to imply in his 
rebuttal — we are all in prison to a lesser or greater degree under 
the present system. If we are anarchists we must express our 
solidarity to all our sisters and brothers behind bars and help 
them. We need to help and support Ron Reed and others like him 
in their vital work. 


D 
Love, 


Daniel L. Ledford 
Berea, Kentucky 
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Lazarus Jones. has, in 1 the past. been one of your best regular 





premature to refer to the Polis 
is based upon statements of prominent Solidarity members and 
union resolutions while Tailing to examine the material condi- 
tions of working people in Poland is bound to be of limited value. 
The Polish economic system is in deep crisis at present. The 
situation is expected to become at least as bad this winter as the 
situation during the second world war. The fact that there are 
tendencies towards centralization and integration into the state 
apparatus within the Solidarity organization is not, I would 
argue, as significant as Jones seems to believe. 

The factors involved in this economic crisis situation are too 
complex to examine in a letter such as this one. Suffice it to Say 
that poor harvests, incompetent centralized mismanagement by 
the bureaucracy, a drain on Poland’s economic vigor due to her 
contribution towards the Warsaw Pact military machine, and 
high interest payments on Poland’s $27 billion debt burden to 
western banks is interacting with declining coal production (a 
key export which is supposed to earn the foreign currency needed 


_ to buy raw materials and food) to produce the conditions for a 


truly desperate winter. Food supplies are already short and meat 
is in especially scarce supply. Anxious shoppers form long lines 
for numerous essential items, often in vain, as supplies not 
uncommonly run out by the time people who have waited a day 
or more finally get a chance to make their purchases. Heating 
fuel supplies are low with a harsh winter coming on and midwin- 
ter power outages are possible. 

Under more favorable economic conditions, the possibility of 
revolution would be remote at best. In light of the actual situa- 
tion in Poland, however, it is not realistic to dismiss the workers’ 
movement there as inevitably reformist simply on the basis of 
deals and manouverings at the upper levels. Official séllouts are 
of little consequence to millions of people in the event that they are 
hungry, freezing or desperate. The composition of the top level 
of Solidarity has only a limited effect on what continues to be an 
extremely vital grassroots movement of the working class. In the 
past few weeks we have seen the largest wave of wildcat strikes in 
the union’s history. Is this the “full retreat” which Jones believes 
to be taking place? The strikes, in Tarnobrzeg, Zielona Gora, 
Sosnowiec and. elsewhere involved hundreds of thousands of 
workers and were called over food shortages and an assortment 
of local issues. In a coal mining region near Katowice in southern 
Poland, miners occupied the mine in which some 60 workers had 
been injured, demanding a full investigation and refusing to 
leave until the investigation was completed. 12,000 women tex- 
tile workers in Zyrardow struck to protest scarce food supplies 
and poor quality of food. These are just a few examples. 

The opening sentence of Jones’s article reads, “The recently 








conchuded two-part. Solidarity congress (emphasis mine) has - 


clearly shown that the tide of revolution in Poland is on the ebb.” 
I believe that Jones is missing a fundamental key factor here, 
namely that it is never “congresses” which actually make revolu- 
tions although such gatherings may be very important. Revolu- 
tions are made by people, generally in response to economic 
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Welcome to the first monthly issue of STRIKE! It’s a new 
beginning in a new year that promises to be anything but 
happy for the ruling classes of the world as the class struggle 
heats up internationally. Nowhere is this more true than in 
` Poland where the State has once more resorted to it’s ultimate 
answer to the demands of the working class — bullets and 
blood. Since our first issue we have devoted much time and . 
space to the struggles in the Soviet bloc and, as Poland enters 
it’s ‘Night of the Generals,’ we will continue to analyse and 
comment on that titanic struggle. 

With our new format we are emphasizing shorter articles 
which should make the reading of STRIKE! a less daunting 
task. We have also added a calendar of events that we hope 
our readers will find useful and informative. In the next issue 
we plan to add a regular column entitled On the War Front 
which will feature regular comment on the ongoing not-so- 
cold-war between State Capitalism and State Socialism. 

We also plan to set up a STRIKE! network which will 
consist of local distributors of the newspaper. This network 
will do more than just distribute the newspaper. We intend to 
involve the groups and individuals concerned in the setting of 
editorial policy and support work for STRIKE! If you are 
interested please get in touch. 

Money continues to be a major problem and we are only 
able to continue publishing due to the fact that individual 
members of the collective are able to make very large contri- 
butions from their own pockets. Unfortunately the economic 
crisis hits us all and their continued ability to support the 
project is dependent on the whims of the marketplace. If we 
are not able to expand our financial base the continued 
existence of the paper is open to serious doubt. 

In the meantime we have had to resort to some painful 
cost-cutting. People whose subscriptions ran out before the 
summer, and who have failed to renew, have been dropped. 
As well we have dropped those bulk distributors from whom 
we have not received any money in the past year. We are 
having STRIKE! buttons (black on red) made up as a fund- 
raising effort. They will be available early in the new year and 

Swill ce cost one e doll; ir. We au you won't be able to livè without 































e controversy over fire meen hallenge to the F 
Movement, and the reply to it by Ron Reed in the last issue of 
STRIKE!, continues to simmer. Reed has-accused us of edit- 
ing out the last section of his reply becaust it contained 
criticisms that we found embarassing. This is incorrect. We 
felt the section in question was not germane to the issue being 
discussed. It contained an indictment of so-called armchair 
Anarchists whose distance from the struggles they com- 
mented on warped their judgement. As Reed’s direct reply to 
the Challenge article was quite long we decided we would only 
print the last section of the article if space allowed. It didn’t. 












Please note our new address and change your records 
accordingly. 


STRIKE! 
P.O. Box 284, Main Sta., 


St. Catharines, Ontario, 
Canada L2R 6T8 


suffering. Social revolutions occur when material conditions are 
intolerable enough to make a desperate bid on the part of the 
great majority of people for the constructions of a new social 
order worth the risk. The Polish drama has only just begun. 
For a World Without wea 

Chris Dugan - 

Denver, Colorado 


Still Alive and Well 









-Dear fellow and sister workers at Strike: 


Some comments on the article on the IWW. 


From the Union’s inception in 1905, the IWW has withstood 
every sort of repression, reprisal, and attempt to eliminate it via 
the courts, via murder, and via attacks from both the right and the 
left. [ 

Why has the left tried to destroy a revolutionary industrial 
union? Well, for one thing, the IWW expresses no preference for 
one political party, candidate, or ideol over another. The 
union is formed to reach and enforce decisions about industrial 
questions. Its power to do this can be destroyed by the division of 
its members over political issues and the diversion of its resources 
to political campaigns. 

The political left in this country and abroad has been torn to 
ribbons by such divisions. Anarchists will recall the lessons of the 


‘Spanish Civil War. 


The I WW strives to unite all workers, regardless of their politi- 
cal (or religious) preference. This does not mean that the IWW is 
indifferent to the great social and economic questions of the day. 
Quite the contrary! We believe that revolutionary industrial 
unionism provides the practical solutions to these questions. ’ 
When the industry of the world is run by workers for their own 
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good, we see no chance for serious social problems to continue. 

It’s true that “radicals” are drawn to the IWW, but it is only the 
rebel workers who remain. Time and again different political 
groups have tried to co-opt the Union for their own purposes, to 
make the IWW their agency “for the revolution” to lead “the 
workers” to the promised land under their auspices. But we have 
thrown them out. 

“Political fakirs and labor fakirs’ ‘they’ re all the same to us. 

We’re a small group — but from our numbers are workers in 
every industry — cable splicers, teamsters, musicians, mes- 
sengers, clerical workers, laborers, and so forth. 

The record shows that where there are workers’ movements 
and militant struggles, there you will find Wobblys — IWW 
members, walking picket lines, handing out leaflets, boycotting, 
picketing, etc. 

We don’t know who.the anonymous ‘‘Syndicalist Alliance” 
really is but they’ve got the facts screwed up. IW W members who 
also belong to other unions have put their lives on the line to reform 
their corrupt unions. It hasn’t been the radicals or the political 
party members who were beaten up in Teamster and Laborer 
Union halls for challenging the corruption in these unions! 

No, the political left is still fiddling around with “union reform 
candidates,” the third (labor) party, and boring from within. 

Chartered branches are continually being added to the Union 
— the IWW. Two just this month ... a strange statistic for a 
supposedly defunct union. 

Wobblys are folks welded together by a vision, and Widin 
hope that workers will manage to have more and more to say 
‘about their lives, on and off the job. Accordingly, we have wea- 
thered many disappointments. Our union halls have been broken 
into. Our union members have been put in jail for their IWW 
membership. We have been on and off the subversive list of the 
U.S.A. But the achievements of Solidarnosc reassure us that our 
hope is not some dream incapable of fulfillment. 

Yours for the works, 
Rochelle Semel 
N.Y. Delegate, IWW 


IWW Is Revolutionary 


We read Wih interest the article submitted by the Syndicalist 
Alliance on the IWW. We were, however, disappointed to find 
that the SA has selectively deleted some pertinent facts and made 
some inaccurate statements in order to substantiate their 
position. 

In spite of what is happening in San Francisco and Milwaukee 
we can only say that membership is on the increase. This is 
evidenced by recent applications for General Membership 
Branch charters from Montana and Syracuse. We expect three z 
more applications for branch status from New York City; Bel- 
lingham, Washington; and Minneapolis by the end of the year: A` 
branch must have at least 20 Faik 
The claim that the IW wW iS he 


A" ily influs nced by left-social- 










icceptance of parliamen aon T in T1908 the TWW altered its 
Senots Kal preamble by eliminating any reference to politics 
as a means of emancipation. Members of the IWW accept our 
Preamble’s statement proposing that “By organizing industrially 
we are forming the structure of the new society within the shell of 
the old.” That leaves little room for any statist schemes. 

Perhaps the most rank mis-statement in the article was the 
charge that Wobblies do not participate in union oppesition 
movements. IW Ws are very much involved in Laborers for a 
Democratic Union as well as TDU. In New York City the TDU 
and the IWW share the struggle as well as office space. 

We believe that the Syndaicalist Alliance is selling the revolu- 
tionary potential of North America’s workers short. We are 
uncomfortable with petitioning the LNRB for representation 
elections but we do it in the interest of organizing workers who 
want a union and want to avail themselves of what little protec- 
tion the Federal government affords. We’ve been periodically 
filing petitions for elections which would seem to indicate that 
the IWW program is acceptable to workers. We feel that in 
addition to working with the unions that may presently represent 
us, we should organize the unorganized and organize them right 
in the first place. 

Basically, we don’t think any IWW member would have any 
essential problems with the SA’s two-pronged perspective. We 
would of course advocate organizing the unorganized workers in 
the IWW where local organization would have the highest 
degree of democracy and autonomy, yet have a voice in the 
direction of the movement as a whole. ` 

The Syndicalist Alliance and the Industrial Workers of the 
World really have very little to scrap about. The motivation for 
the attack on us can be found in an understated form in the- 
article’s first paragraph. The IWA and the CNT consider the 
IWW the revolutionary union movement in North America and 
as such carry on a supportive and friendly relationship with us, 
The Syndicalist Alliance has found this hard to swallow. It’s too 


bad they vent this frustration in their desperate and inaccurate 


article. Š 
solidarity, 


- Jake Edwards: 


` 


delegate 
Georgene McKown: 

member, 1982 General Executive Board, IWW 
Andrea Barker: 

Branch Sec’t. Syracuse GMB 





Strike! Note: 


STRIKE! .is published ten times a year, skipping a month in 
January and August, by the STRIKE! Publishing Association. 


STRIKE! is an independent journal of Anarchist news and 


opinion dedicated to the principles of direct action and self- 
management. 
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Mostow: J aruzelski’s comrades greet the news of the mass arrests of Polish 


workers. 


Polish Repression 


continued from p. 1 


ing him to move around the country 
defusing revolt. = / 

Support from the Church has not 
been forthcoming either. Although 
Archbishop Klemp at first called for 
obedience to martial law and prayers 
to make the rulers show “‘reason”’ the 
Church has returned to an adversary 
position. Consequently, a Church- 
State deal is out of the question until 
there is a considerable lessening of 
repression. Furthermore, the military 
state’s acts of repression against cler- 
ics and the removal of Sunday Mass 
from the radio airwaves strained 


their relations even further. 


Thus the junta is left isolated and 
vulnerable to popular indignation. It 
has two basic options left. 

Repression could be eased sub- 


. stantially possibly even ending mar- 


tial law. This would make a national 
accord possible but still very unlikely. 
Resignation | to defeat would have cio 


~ prevail among the Workers) 


Instead the workers could opt for 
a generalized insurrection. With less 
repression they would have more 
room to manouvre and regroup. 
Given such an event the balance of 
forces in Poland would shift deci- 
sively in the workers’ favour. The 
smashing of the Polish state would be 
on the agenda. 


Comix: 




















TO FLY THE OUPPLY“SIDE 


SKIES SO FREE, 
TO ROOST WITHIN 


TAX SHELTERED TREES. 


TO FEED UPON THE 


PROFIT FIELDS.AND 
SOME OF WHAT THEY ‘RE 
SURE TO YIELD,! TRUST, 


The junta’s other option would be, 
to request “fraternal assistance” to 
finish a job it could not complete. 
But an invasion would risk full scale 
war, economic collapse and a wor- 
sening of the economic crisis through- 
out Soviet-East Europe plus grave 
damage to the Soviet block’s credi- 
bility around the world. 

Jaruzelski’s regime will risk all this 
if it fails to decisively smash the 
workers’ movement on its own. If 
this happens the Soviets will settle the 
matter irregardless of his wishes. 
wishes. 

In any case the Polish situation 
will make responses by the interna- 
tional workers’ movement on a larger 
scale than the many protests organ- 
ized so far the order of the day. This 
is imperative because- the Polish 
workers’ fight is our fight. A workers’ 
revolution in Poland would mark a 
tremendous advance in the struggle 
for a world without bosses or bureau- 
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of the workers will have been a- 


chieved by the workers themselves. 


~ STRIKE! Note: In our next issue we 
want to give extensive coverage to as 


many of the protest actions staged 
around the world as possible. For 
this purpose we encourage our read- 
ers to let us know what they’re doing. 


sux = SKIES* APCEM BY R. REAGAN J 


AS PRESIDENT OF 
THIS GREAT NATION 
l fu FREE THE BI 
Oo FROM 


REGULATION. 














GEE, THAT WAS 
MORE OF APLOP 
THAN A TRICKLE. 
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Gun Control By Whom? 


by: LEAF 

In the wake of the assassination 
attempt on Ronald Reagan, there is a 
renewed clamor for so-called ‘gun 
control laws.’ Many of the advocates 
of these laws are sincere individuals 
who believe such laws will curtail 
violence, just as prohibitionists once 
believed that banning liquor would 
eliminate alcoholism. The question 
they fail to address is, ‘control by 
whom?’ Throughout the world, gun 
control laws have marched hand in 
hand with racism, oppression and 
dictatorship. 


The unsavory history of U.S. gun 


legislation began in Tennessee in 
1870. White supremacist politicians 
had just regained a majority in the 


-state legislature for the first time 


since the civil war. One of their first 
acts was to ban the sale of all but the 


most expensive hand-guns. Other 


permit related laws followed in sub- 
sequent years. This had the effect of 
keeping guns out of the hands of 
most blacks, thereby compliment- 
ing the successful efforts of the Klu 
Klux Klan terrorists to violently sup- 
press any black people attempting to 
assert their equality or otherwise fail- 
ing to ‘know their place.’ Poor white 
and black workers seeking to organ- 
ize labour unions and struggle for 
better wages and working condi- 
tions were denied the weapons so 
readily available to company thugs 
and professional strikebreakers. 
These hirelings of the rich mer- 
chants, railroad magnates and indus- 
trial bosses were ‘specially deput- 
ized’ by obliging law enforcement 
agencies and issued weapons by 
their wealthy masters while honest 
workers seeking dignity and self- 
dete THunation for themselves and 
sir families were defenseless. 
FOr ateh 
were not limited to the de ‘ep ENG 
In the northeastern states such legis- 
lation was used against poor, black 
and immigrant communities to facil- 


‘itate police oppression. In New York 


city, for example, gun permits were 
banned in Catholic, Italian and Jew- 
police behaved like armies of. occu- 
pation. Under pressure from intense 
lobbying financed by big business 


Greek Anarchists in Prison: 


The Stru 





| by St. Stateless 


As Greek comrades Kiritsis, Skan- 
thalis and Moiras are on their 28th day 
of their hungerstrike- (28/11/81) acti- 
vists in Athens are postering the city 
calling for their release together with 
all other revolutionary prisoners held 
in Greek jails. November the 18th saw 
hundreds of demonstrators marching 
to the Ministry of Justice and the par- 
liament. Main slogans were “Freedom 
to Kiritsis, Skanthalis, Moiras” and 
Freedom to the imprisoned revolu- 
tionaries”. We have also learned that 
a concert for their support is in 
planning. 

Although the recently elected So- 


‘cialist government has shown some 


concern, sending for example the 
Minister of Justice to visit the strug- 


gling prisoners, no other action of 


real substance has been taken by the 
government. It is vital that our read- 
ers show solidarity with the impri- 
soned activists and demand their im- 
mediate release. The following is a 
letter we received from P. Kiritsis and 
in it he suggests some of the things 
people can do to help make their 
struggle a succesful one. 


Koridallos Prison 1-11-1961 


Dear comrades, 

I, Philip Kiritsis, together with my 
comrades John Skandalis and Kiria- 
kos Moiras have been on hunger 
strike inthe Koridallos Prison Hospi- 





interests, numerous states passed 
laws making handgun ownership 
illegal for anyone without a permit 
from the police. Such laws were 


copied from similar statutes used. 


successfully by various central Euro- 
pean governments to suppress politi- 
cal dissent. These laws allowed the 
police to deny the means of self- 


defense to union activists and civil © 


rights organizers, while company 
thugs, racist bullies and hit-men were 
able to obtain the necessary permits 
with no trouble. 





Access to Weapons 

In the Phillipines in 1972, the 
democratically elected (but unpopu- 
lar) government of Ferdinand Mar- 
cos passed a measure requiring all 
firearms to be registered. Once the 
registration was complete, Marcos 
decreed that all guns were illegal and 
must be turned into the government 
on pain of death. After the Phillipine 
people had surrendered all of their 
weapons to the state, Marcos called 
off the upcoming elections (which he 
knew he couldn’t win), declared mar- 
tial law and established himself as 
dictator. Would Marcos have dared 


\ 


to do this without first disarming the 
populace through gun control laws? 

At about the same time, the gov- 
ernment ot Salvador Allende in Chile 
banned all firearms from private 
hands. Shortly afterwards, a right- 
wing military coup overthrew Al- 
lende’s democratically elected gov- 
ernment and established one of the 
world’s most vicious totalitarian re- 
gimes, This military dictatorship be- 
came infamous for its imprisonment 
and execution without trial of politi- 
cal critics, its disregard for basic 
human rights, and its suppression of 
all social change. Deprived of arms 
by Allende’s gun control laws, the 
Chilean people were helpiess to resist 
their oppressors. 


Whatever their rationale, laws ban- 
ning ownership of guns by the people 
have the effect of giving the govern- 
ment the military and the police a 
monopoly on weapons. This re- 
moves an important check of the 
tendency of all governments to in- 
fringe to a greater and greater degree 
upon their citizens’ civil liberties. As 
long as the political bosses and mil- 
itary hierarchies of the world are 
armed, the people must also have 
access to weapons if they are to retain 
what little freedom they may have. 
When the oppressors of the world 
have been disarmed and their system 
of power and privilege replaced by a 
society based on equality, freedom 
and mutual cooperation, then and 
only then can we, the people, con- 
sider dispensing with our guns. 





tal since the 30th of the last October 
demanding AMNESTY FOR ALL 
of us have been sentenced to extremely 
high sentences (9.5 and 5 years respec- 
tively) for construction or possession 
of Molotov cocktails. John Skandalis 
has been comrade of the leader of the 
O.E.M.(Neutralist Greek Movement) 
Dr. Vasilis Tsironis who was mur- 
dered by the police in his apartment 
(11 July 1978). Our trials which took 
place in the years 1978 and 1979 have 
been typical examples of law’s vio- 
lation in order to satisfy the state’s 
aim to exterminate its opponents. 

Today the majority of the Greek 
people know the dirty political in- 
trigues which led to our imprisonment. 
Our former hunger strike (25 May 
1981 till 14 July 1981) achieved the 
liberation of Sofia Kiritsi after 3 anda 
half years of imprisonment, produced 
such a political turmoil in Greece 
that all the parties of the Opposition 
supported our demand. None in 
Greece ignores that we are in prison 
for political reasons and a great num- 
ber of trade unions and clubs (as the 
Athens Lawyers Club) supported us 
during the last four months. 

The 1&th of October 1981 was the 
day the main opposition party (Pan- 
hellenic Socialist Movement) won the 
general elections and became govern- 
ment. The Parliament’s members of 
this party who supported us when 
their party was opposition are minis- 





gle Goes On 
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ters today. For example my lawyer E. 


Giannopoulos became minister of . 


traffic affairs, Stathis Alexandris who 
protested our tortures ina Parliamen- 
tary discussion became minister of 
justice. Nevertheless 28 days have 
already elapsed since the new govern- 
ment was established and we are still 
in prison. In prison are five more 
anarchists convicted for suchlike rea- 
sons as ourselves. They are Kalapo- 
dopoulos, Karabatakis, Spiropoulos, 
Tapoutis. They have been sentenced 
to 4, 3 and a half, 19 months and 3 
years 11 months respectively. We de- 
mand amnesty for them too. 

Itis an urgent necessity that a 
strong solidarity movement be formed 
in order that the AMNESTY FOR 
THE GREEK POLITICAL PRI- 
SONERS be achieved (as the news- 
papers admit). So, any kind of help 
and support you can offer is wel- 
comed and sincerely appreciated. It 
would be very important for us this 
letter to be published by every anar- 
chist and anti-authoritarian paper all 
over the world. It would be very help- 
ful if letters supporting us are sent to 
the Greek embassies, and, if it is pos- 
sible, pickets and demonstrations to 
take place outside of the Greek em- 
bassies. It would also be helpful for 
letters to be sent to the Greek daily 
newspapers: TA NEA Hristo Lada 3, 
Athens. 

See Greek on p. 6 
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Hollywood goes to 
the revolution 


As the houselights dimmed and I expectantly awaited the 
opening credits for Warren Beatty’s Reds I was suddenly startled 
as the opening bars of Canada’s national anthem blared forth 
from the sensurround speakers. The public playing of the 
national anthem in Canada has usually been conianed. 

SIO and 






orung events and the ; Grence at th 
off-guard as I was. Some people immediately stood to 
attention while others merely shuffled or hesitantly mumbled “I 
think we’re supposed to stand.” As I sat in my seat watching the 
fighters scream by and the destroyers firing salvoes I was temptéd 
to dismiss the clumsy outburst of patriotism as just one more 
unfortunate by-product of the media-induced nationalistic fer- 
vour surrounding the “patriation” of Canada’s “constitution” 
from it’s dusty vault in the basement of the British parliament. 
But, as the opening scenes from Reds flickered by, the episode 
began to take on a more sinister air. 

The first half of the film deals mainly with the radical com- 
munity around New York’s Greenwich Village at the time of 
World War One and the campaign to involve the US in the 
European conflagration. In an early scene John Reed, as played 
by Warren Beatty, is asked to give his view of what the war is all 
about to a gathering of local dignitaries after a previous speaker 
has finished a jingoistic call to arms. Reed’s comment is short 
and to the point — ‘profits. The ripple of nervous laughter that 
greeted this lampooning of patriotism, so soon after the audience 
has been given a real-life taste of it, was positively refreshing. 


Beatty’s film biography of John Reed, the author of Ten Days 
That Shook The World, is by no means a radical film. But, in the 
context of “Reaganism” and a resurgent American imperialism 
its even-handed treatnient of early 20th century American radi- 
calism and the roots of the Russian Revolution is decidedly 
subversive. 

The movie chronicles the political and personal development 
of John Reed. The personal aspect, as expressed in his develop- 
ing relationship with his companion, played by Diane Keaton, 
tends to dominate and at times the film does resemble a ‘Gone 
With The Wind’ version of the Russian Revolution. The political 
aspect of Reds is handled as well as could be expected in what is 
still basically a Hollywood film. Emma Goldman is given a 
sympathetic although distorted rendering. For example, her best 
line in the film, “the dream may be dieing in Russia but I’m not, 
I’m getting out,” reflects a basic misunderstanding of her oppo- 
sition to the direction the revolution was taking. It gives the 
impression that Beatty, who co-authored the screenplay, got no 
further than the-title of her book on the revolution — My Disil- 
lusionment in Russia. Unfortunately that title was forced upon 
Goldman by her publisher and is an outright distortion of the 
books contents. Emma always drew a sharp distinction between 
the “dream” and it’s perversion by the Bolsheviks. 

In Reds the principled doubts are left to John Reed. He starts 
out as an unabashedly enthusiastic propangandizer of the Revo- 
lution but as his romantic individualism comes into conflict with 
his revolutionary “responsibility” he begins to wonder. The 
breaking point comes when one of his speeches is altered in 
translation and he finds himself exhorting muslims to wage 
“holy war” rather than “class war” against the invading White 
armies. He confronts the person responsible, Zinoviev, and is 


told that what is effective counts more than the “truth.” Reed is « 


scandalized by this “pragmatism” and launches into a defense of 


truth, justice and the revolutionary way that is rudely inter- 
rupted by the exptosion of a shell smashing into the railway 
carriage carrying him to his next speaking engagement. Con- 
fronted by a simple enemy Reed charges almost suicidally after 
the troops dispatched to fight off the attackers drowning his 
doubts in action. 

An interesting aspect of Reds is the use of taped interviews with 
people who knew Reed, Henry Miller and Will Durant among 
them, who describe their recollections of the people and events 
in the film. These are used very effectively and together with the 


fictional sections of the film they convey a real sense of the 


period. It would have been nice to have had a little more empha- 
sis on the political aspects of the events portrayed, and a little 
less focus on Reed’s domestic misadventures, but Reds is still an 
interesting film and well worth three and a_half hours of 
anyone’s time. 

Lazarus Jones 


Radical Priorities 


Noam Chomsky, C.P. Otero ed., 
Black Rose Books, 1981, 270 p.p., $9.95 


. Noam Chomsky is indisputably one of the most scathing, 
prolific and meticulously accurate critics of contemporary Amer- 
ican society. He is also an Anarchist or rather, as he puts in in 
Radical Priorities, “a derivative fellow traveller.” For more than 
fifteen years Chomsky has tirelessly and relentlessly hacked 
away at the self-righteous facade erected by the American state 
to conceal its sordid and vicious dealings with both its own 
citizens and the rest of the world. In the process he has become a 
virtual intellectual pariah, a strange fate indeed for a man des- 
cribed as “arguably the most important intellectual alive” in a 
1979 review of his book Language and Responbibility. 

The reasons for this ostracism are not difficult to find. It is 
Chomsky’s intransigent attacks on the cult of the state and the 
intellectual acolytes who worship it, a direct product of his 
Anarchist sympathies, that provokes the particular fear and 
loathing with which he is regarded by the powers-that-be. As 
Carlos Otero, who edited this collection of Chomsky’s essays 


puts it, “Chomsky’s Anarcho-syndicalism, I submit, is one of 


the crucial factors that make his work far more threatening for 
those in control of the First World economy than the work of 
any other libertarian socialist.” i 
Radical Priorities, the first collection of Chg Sk 
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range of Chomsky’s intellect and is well worth the attention of 


anyone interested in the realities behind America’s hypocritical 
commitment to “human-rights.” The book is divided into two 
parts. The first deals with the aftermath of the Vietnam war and 
the role of the American intellectual community and the mass 


media in reconstructing imperial ideology. Chomsky’s contempt _ 


for the way in which liberal intellectuals framed their Opposition 
to the war is cooly controlled. “The articulate intelligentsia gen- 
erally opposed the war,” he says, “on ‘pragmatic’ — i.e. entirely 
unprincipled — grounds. Some objected to its horror; more 
objected to the failure of American arms and the incredible cost. 
Few were willing to question the fundamental principle that the 
US has the right to resort to force to manage international 
affairs.” In Vietnam and the Media Chomsky systematically 
demolishes the deliberate distortions in the mass media’s cover- 
age of post-war Vietnam. He equates the Vietnamese’s actions in 
South Vietnam with the de-nazification programs carried out 


under US control in Germany — an analogy that scandalized 


the US media —pointing out that by comparison the Vietna- 
mese were being downright civilized. 

Other essays in the first part of the book deal with the Iran- 
lan/American conflict; Israel and the Middle East: the “North- 
South” conflict andthe wellsprings of the new Cold War. In the 
book’s second part Chomsky turns his attention to domestic 


American politics and what he terms the “Brazilianization” of 


the home countries. In Watergate: Small Potatoes he discusses 
the indignation that surrounded the revelation of the “enemies 
list” and asks: “Suppose that-the list had been limited to true 
political dissidents, antiwar activists, radicals. Then, one can be 
sure, there would have been no front page story in The New York 
Times and little attention on the part of responsible political 
commentators.” This section of the book also deals with the 
Carter administration and the true meaning of “human rights,” 
the politicization of the university and the student revolt. The 
final essays on the left, the relevance of Anarcho-syndicalism 
and industrial self-management set out some eminently sensible 
strategies and priorities for the libertarian left. 

An especially valuable component of this book is the long 
introductory essay by the editor, Carlos Otero, which summar- 
izes Chomsky’s social theory and places the essays perceptively. 


and intelligently in context. Otero also: diseusses the links ` 


between Chomsky’s linguistic and social theories and his fierce 
committment to radical social change. As Otero states, “a com- 
mitted Anarcho-syndicalist is not satisfied with being a good 
armchair revolutionary — one who has made every effort to 
understand the contemporary world in the light of what is best 
in the libertarian socialist tradition. Anarcho-syndicalists are 
prepared to take their stand with those who wish not ony to 
understand the world, but also to change it.” 


Radical Priorities can be ordered from Black Rose Books, 
Dept. A, 3681 Blvd. St. Laurent, Montreal. Quebec, Canada, 
H2W 1Y5. The price is $9.95, postage paid by the publisher. 

Lazarus Jones 


ver and f- Sadat was assassinated. 


Occupying 


By Rudy Perkins 

The anxious concern over Egypt 
following the assassination of Sadat, 
and the fierce determination of Rea- 
gan to clear his Saudi AWACS pack- 
age through Congress, highlight the 
key position the Mid-East holds in the 
Reagan administration’s foreign pol- 
icy planning. The mideast holds one 
third to one half of the world’s oil 
reserves, and supplies the U.S. with 
1/3 of the oil it imports. 

Officials in the Reagan administra- 
tion recently stated that it is no longer 
the policy of the U.S government to 
reduce the amount of that oil import- 
ed, but rather to assure that the flow 
of oil cannot be cut off. To enforce 
this policy directly Reagan is looking 
for ways to increase U.S. military for- 
ces in the Mid-East. A military pres- 
ence there was tentatively explored by 
the Carter administration after the 
fall of the Shah, but has now become 
a central strategic goal under Reagan. 
Initial elements of this strategy 
include: 


è The development of the Egyptian- 
Israeli-A meritan joint Sinai peace 
force, which will involve 1000 
American troops. 

e The proposed stationing of five 
AWACS in Saudi Arabia, which 
would be under complete U.S. 
control for the first 5 years and 
‘come with 400 American pilots 
and support personnel. 

® Development of the “Rapid De- 
ployment Force” and division- 
size basing potential in Oman on 
the Persian Gulf (begun by Carter). 

è The joint U.S./Egyptian troop and 
‘air force exercises heldin Egypt, 
and the practice B-52 bomb runs 
over Egypt announced shortly after 

è The proposed “pre-positioning” 
of American warplanes, tanks and 
other equipment in Israel under 
the new “strategic cooperation” 
with Israel. 


è The two aircraft carriers and the- 


naval battle group of 13 warships 
stationed in the Arabian Sea after 
the fall of the Shah. 
© The new desert warfare training 
_ for the U.S. army. 


Since the U.S. invaded Lebanon in 
1958, and threatened to invade Iraq — 
at a time when Iraq was considering 
the nationalization of U.S. oil firms 
there — the U.S. has had no active 
troop presence in the region. (When 
Iraq decided to safeguard American 
oil ventures there, U.S. troops were 


withdrawn from the area.) The U.S 
has preferred to ‘police’ this region 
and protect “its” oil interests through 
the use of local deputies, selling arms 
and giving aid to Israel and Iran for 
this purpose. Close ties with Saudi 
Arabia were also established, with 
payments from Exxon, Texaco, Chev- 
ron and Mobil (a.k.a., ‘Aramco’’), 
and indirect subsidies from the Amer- 
ican taxpayer via the Foreign Tax 
Credit and other loopholes, making 
up a large part.of Saudi revenues. As 
Senator Henry Jackson commented 


“in 1973: 


Such stability as now obtains 
in the. Middle East is, in my 
view, ‘largely the result of the 
strenght and Western orienta- 

- tion of Israel on the Mediterran- 
ean and Iran on the Persian 

- Gulf. These two countries, reli- 
able friends of the United States, 
together with Saudi Arabia, 
have served to inhibit and con- 
tain- those irresponsible and 
radical elements in certain Arab 
states — such as Syria, Libya, 
Lebanon, and Iraq — who. 
were they free to do so, would 
pose a grave threat indeed to 
our principal sources of petro- 
leum in the Persian Gulf. 

The toppling of the Shah’s dictator- 
ship by the Iranian revolution of 1978 
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THE REAL STORY 
OF WHAT'S GOING ON 
IN THE MIDEAST IS 
Too COLOSSALLY. 


BIZARRE TO EVEN 
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Cartoon by Pepe Moreno/NART. 


Á a OS 


Game B V Pax 


ee ee 





forced a readjustment in the strate 
for U.S. control of the region, 


Reagan hopes to build a “‘strate 


consensus” where the triad of Sai 


Arabia, Egypt and Israel would defe 
“our” interests in the area. Alongs 
of, and through this “consensus”, 
also hopes to insert American milit: 
forces close to the oil. 
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Saudi Arabia: the key 


Egypt and Israel are useful a 
primarily because of the size of t! 
militaries and their central locat 
With the possible exception of I 
both Egypt and Israel each have 
forces and armies much larger t 
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vicinity. But blockaders were ins 
- encouraged to go to the gates of 
access roads, six miles away, w 
they were arrested almost imm 
ately, like so many cattle to slaug! 

What does this mean? Jn sł 
that every effort was made to 
Diablo into a symbolic, tempo 
civil disobediance. 

Consider the significance of a 
tory at Diablo, had it been achie 
lt would have set an important pr 
dent and American would hav 
face some pretty heavy realities. 
liberals would have to face the vali 
of confronting the system in opr 
tion instead of cooperating wit! 
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any of the other countries in the 
region. Both countries serve as oil 
links from the Red Sea to the Medi- 


terannean; Egypt via the Suez Canal 


and Israel via the Elat-Ashquelon 
pipeline. But neither have significant 
oil feserves. 

It is Saudi Arabia which has the oil. 
Second only to the Soviet Union in 
daily production, Saudi Arabia pro- 
duces more than one quarter of the 
oil sold on the world market. Saudi 
Arabia has the world’s largest oil 
reserves —over 160 billion barrels. 


‘(The U.S. has less than 65 billion bar- 


rels left, and has a yearly consump- 
tion of oil ranging from 5.5 to 7 bil- 
lion barrels!) 

The major company producing oil 
there, Aramco, is comprised of Exxon, 
Mobil, Texaco, and Chevron, with a 
profit rate running as high as 58% a 
year. So not only does Saudi Arabia 
serve as a significant source of U.S. 
and western oil, it serves as a major 
source of profits tor four of the most 
powerful American corporations. 

The dominant member of OPEC, 
Saudi Arabia has served as a buffer, 
glutting the market with oil over the 
past year, keeping the price of oil 
down. This glut was: welcomed by the 
west, but frustrated production con- 
trol and price increase schemes of the 


been recurrent threats to the regime 
of the Saudi monarchy, both from 
within — for example, the workers 
strikes and disturbances in 1953 and 
the 1969 officers coup attempt — and 
from without — such as the conflicts 
with Marxist Yemen, radical Moslem 
Iran, and Iraq. Yet, the Saudis have 
not wanted a U.S. military presence 
there, no matter how threatened 
they've felt, because they wanted to 
present an image of an Arab power, 
not an ally of Israel and a U.S. client 
State. Sadat’s assassination shows the 
dangerous consequences of too close 
an identification with the U.S. and 


` Israel 


In this context Reagan’s strong 
push for the AWACS deal makes 
more sense. By the sale, the planes 


would become Saudi, ie., Arab, hard- 


ware, and yet they would really re- 
main under U.S. control The Boston 
Globe (20° Sept. 1981) quoted one 
“high administration source” as sav- 
ing “This [AWACS] is the only way 
we can get a military presence at the 
head of the Persian Gulf.” AWACS 
could serve as a command centre 
already in place for the coordination 
of American forces in the event of U.S. 
intervention. Saudi Arabia would be 
directly involved in the U.S. ‘defense’ 
umbrella in the region, and in turn, 


er forgiven Quaddafi this imperti- 
nence. Shortly after taking office, 
Reagan had the Libyan diplomatic 
mission thrown out of the U.S . on 
grounds that Quaddafi was a terror- 
ist and Libya a host to terrorists. This 
did not stop’U.S. corporations from 
continuing to pump Libyan oil into 
U.S.-bound tankers, however. 
Later, Reagan ordered the navy to 
stage provocative Maneuvers in waters 
claimed by Libya, where Americans 
shot down two Libyan warplanes. 
Reagan was testing more than Lib- 
yan waters. As with El Salvador, 
North Korea, etc., Reagan detonates 
these confrontations, covered widely 
by the media, to get a seismic reading 
on American anti-war sentiment. Rea- 
gan needs and wants a popular little 
war somewhere to justify» the eco- 
nomic and political clamp-dowan he is 
organizing over the American people 
on behalf of the corporations and the 
rich. Quaddafi’s rabid anti-Israel posi- 
tion, his image as a friend to the ter- 
rorist, his status as renegade in the oil , 
market, have all helped to isolate | 
Libya in terms of American public | 
opinion. “4 


It is quite possible the Reagan 
administration’s PR Men will eventu- 
ally turn up a positive reading on U.S. 
participation in an attack on Libya. 
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an ments can be toppled. There have government in Washington, have nev- forth by events. 
The elitists of the Left would have to and Diablo. One is that Whyl had not State Park in close proximity to the these technical difficulties may have offices in San Francisco, rather than 
accept the validity ofnon-hierarchical been built yet, whereas Diablo is plant. This Peace Village could serve been overlooked. In that sense, the the actual nuke! = 
autonomy. Those who claim that vic- already completed. Another is that as a base camp from which non- blockade was a Success — ıt gives us a The integrity of America’s anti- 
„ad tory can come only after massive the German anti-nuke movement has violent “guerilla” actions could be notion of the kind of ijen could nuke movement Is at stake. Let’s have 
og amounts of bloodshed would have to got it together to a degree which its launched. Taking advantage of the have if we used it efficiently. _ fo hypocrisy next time around. If 
ere face the power of non-violence (I American counterpart does not. favorable climatic conditions of the cae oe they wt try ee: sae is = symbolic action, then 
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rer, Should define something by what itis, ~ complete with its own farms was could be used to make Peace Village away, before amending these technical me out, by the way). If set os let’s 
srt, NOt by what it isn’t. I prefer Gandhis maintained for over a year. At that entirely energy self-sufficient. This difficulties. 3 change the course of history! No mat- 
= term, satyagraha or Truth-Force). point the authorities finally gave up would effectively demonstrate, side Let’s not get fooled again. A large, act what the bureaucrats and the infil- - 
ary And those who feel that the system IS after making repeatedly futile at- by side with a nuclear plant, that safe, honest and truly autonomous action trators tell you, we do have the PORE 
omnipotent would have to face the tempts to move the villagers. Plans to decentralized energy is not “centuries could put Diablo out of operation, 
ice fact that people can change things. buildthe Whyl nuke were abandoned. away”, it Is here now. especially if Peace Village were to 
ed. That is most important of all. This summer at the Rainbow Gath- Diablo is Currently suspended trom become a reality. However, it takes a 
nee German Success ering a similar idea was discussed but functioning because of technical dif- great number of people with a lengthy 
iK Direct action at a nuclear power never came into fruition. A “Peace ficulties which make theplant even time commitment to effectively occu- 
fhe plant has never reached its goals in Village”, which would be similar in M™OTe vulnerable to disaster in the py'anuke. Until we have the REVEMA y 
lity America. But it has elsewhere —at pature to the Rainbow Gathering, event of earthquake. If the blockade numbers, our energy would BE tar 
yj- Whyl in West Germany. There are two but considered permanent, could be had not been there, attracting public ROFE effectively directed towards the 
it. significant differences between Whyl maintained òn the ranchland or the and media attention to the plant, Occupation of Pacific Gas and Electric . 
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by month, incident by. incident, the 
U.S. is moving into position to occupy 
the oil fields in the mideast if that 
becomes necessary to preserve the 
flow of “our” oil. 


Energy and Imperialism 


The oil companies, with the help of 
the State, have maneuvered the U.S. 
into a position where 49% of our 
energy comes from oil. In regions like 


New England that dependence is as 
high as 79% of total energy use. Half 
of this oil is imported, that is, one 
quarter of our country’s energy needs. 
In other words, as things are now 
organized, the life of this country 
absolutely depends on controlling 
events in other countries — either 
economically, politically, or, if neces- 
sary, militarily. The structure of Amer- 
ica’s energy supply thus provides 
another compelling basis for imper- 
ialism. 

Energy policies which foster con- 
servation and renewable energy sour- 
ces availabe within the U.S. have a 
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The main purpose of the Anarchos 


a North American network of writers 


and researchers on anarchism with 
the aim of facilitating communica- 
tion and resource sharing. Contact 


between members of the institute will _ 


be maintained by means of a mem- 
bership newsletter, personal corres- 
pondence and regular seminars/ 
workshops on various aspects of 
Anarchist theory and practice. 

The inspiration for the formation 
_of the institute came from the prodi- 
gious amount of first-rate work on 
Anarchism that is currently being 
produced in North America by many 
dedicated and intelligent individuals. 
One element, however, was lacking 
—a sense of intellectual community. 
Few of the individuals involved in 
this intellectual revival of Anarchism 
knew of each others’ existence, let 
alone their respective work. The es- 
tablishment of the Anarchos Insti- 
tute should do much to break down 
this isolation and will also allow for 
the cross-fertilization of ideas and 
experiences so essential to the forma- 
tion of a growing and dynamic move- 
ment. 


__A working group in Montreal is 
‘making preparations tor the initia 
conference and plans are well under 
way to establish an institute office 
and documentation library early in 
the new year. ` 





The June conference itself will be 
divided into two parts. The first part 
will consist of a public conference on 
the theme of the Intellectuals and the 
State to be held on Saturday, June 5. 
The second part of the conference, to 
be held on Sunday, will consist of the 
presentation and critique of various 
papers in workshops followed by a 
general discussion. This session of 
the conference will be open to insti- 
tute members only. In addition, even- 
ing sessions, for mstitute members, 
are planned to deal with the adminis- 
trative details of setting up the in- 
stitute. 


The individuals involved believe 
that the establishment of the Anar- 
chos Institute will provide the Anar- 
chist movement with an invaluable 
intellectual asset that can only help 
to consolidate the growing Anarchist 
tendency in North America. For 





I’ve gone completely solar!” 
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Creative Resistance 


Over the past deade women, singly and in groups, have used new and 
inventive techniques to fight harassment and abuse. Take Back the Night is 
one method. 

Women’s caucuses in trade unions have been demanding and receiving 
sexual harassment clauses in their contracts. They also want special grie- 
vance procedures to deal with sexual harassment and educationals to 
inform the members of this problem. The intersection of the women’s 
movement with the workers’ movement is one of the most effective ways 
women can make real gains in this society and to eliminate the discrimina- 
tion that we face. 

Women in some cities, angered at police and politician statements that 
the only way for women to reduce assaults upon them is to stay home after 
dark, plastered official looking posters in their cities. The posters, sup- 
posedly issued by the police chief and the city hall bureaucrats stated that 
due to the high number of rapes and assaults on women a 10:00 p.m. curfew 
for men has_been ordered. No man may appear on the streets after 10:00 p.m. 
unless accompanied by two or more women. Many people were fooled and 
police were outraged embarassed. 

Women’s groups have used publicity and embarassment to curb the 
rapists and harassers. A group of women surround a known sexual 
offender, yelling at him, taunting and criticizing him. Leaflets would be 
distributed naming the culprit and his crimes. Sometimes, his car or house 
would be spray-painted. This ploy is especially effective in cases where the 
rapist is a doctor, lawyer or other ‘respectable’ member of society. 

Anonymous leaflets naming sexual harassers distributed at the work- 
place and posted in the women’s washroom also sometimes embarass the 
workplace offender enough to stop. 

As individuals, some women areno longer tolerating lewd comments. 
One sister challenges every street harasser she meets, if there are other 
members of the public around. She yells, screams and acts hysterical. As 
people gather around, the street harasser usually looks decidely uncomfor- 
table. His previously smirking friends desert him, relieved that it’s not 
- happening to them. She claims that the next time the guy wants to harass 

a woman he’ll remember “the crazy woman who acted wrong” and refrain 
his impulse. : 


-_ 


Wen-do, the womanly art of self-defence, t -come very popular and © 
wen-do classes are available in ‘every major city. Went Keeps women fit. 


It teaches them how to defend themselves and it helps develop a woman’s 
self-confidence, making her a less likely target for assault. r 

These are some of the tactics used. Through the development of the 
women’s movement more ways of fighting will be introduced. Women will- 
continue to fight and to make gains until the last vestiges of this patriarchal 
society are eliminated. 


Defend Polish Feminism ~ 


The military dictatorship now ruling Poland places in jeopardy the fate 
of the Polish feminist movement which emerged only late last year. It is a 
movement about which very little is known except that it began at the 

- University of Warsaw and issued a listof demands and goals. 

The latest piece of information we have comes from exiled Soviet femi- 
nist Tatyana Mamonova. She informed a member of the STRIKE! Collec- 
tive that a show based upon the Soviet feminist journal Woman and Russia 
was scheduled for presentation in Wroclaw next month. It had already 
appeared in Copenhagen. 

This indicates that the Polish feminist movement has extended itself 
well beyond the confines of Warsaw University. Wroclaw is in the Silesian 
region of Southwestern Poland. 

The Polish feminist movement will probably survive. However it is 
likely to face years of underground existence. What there is no way of 
knowing is whether any of its activists are under detention and if so how 
many. In any case their welfare should be a matter of great concern. 

Defense activity is a desperate necessity. Considering the international 
outcry against the repression of the Polish workers the opportunity to 

‘raise demands in defense of these women as an integral part of all protest 
actions should not be passed up. 

A positive step has already been taken. At a December 12 conference of 
Polish Workers’ Solidarity Committees from Ontario and Quebec a 
statement of principles was adopted which included the following para- 
graph: “We support the struggle for workers’ rights and independent trade 
unions, East and West, democratic rights, women’s rights and the right of 
the self-organization of women, and the right to national self-deter- 
mination. We oppose all repression and the threat of repression against 
people or organizations seeking to assert or defend these rı ights.”” 

The STRIKE! Collective calls upon all our readers to take action in, 
support of our Polish sisters. We also urge you to send us reports on these 
actions so we can inCclude the information in future issues. 


Anarchist Buttons 


from Daundv-Jinxsparx Graphics Collective 





slogans etc.... portraits... 
# 1. RESIST!” # 12 Pa Chin 
3. woman with black & red flag 13 Nestor Makhno 
t 4. WHEN FREEDOM IS OUTLAWED... 14 Louise Michel 
ONLY OUTLAWS WILL BE FREE 15 Lucy Parsons 
1-10 buttons 75¢ each 7. anarcha-feminist symbol 16 Albert Parsons 
A 60¢ each 8. circle-A 17 Bakunin 
26-100 “° “ -45¢ each 9. BAKUNINIST AT WORK 18 Emma Goldman 
11. IF I CAN'T: DANCE 19 Kropotkin 
all buttons are black on 
red (naturally) - 24 inches 
price includes postage - please send payment with your srda to: 
» Dandy-Jinxsparx Graphics Collective, 316 Blair Blvd., Eugene, Oregon, USA 97402. 
a picture catalogue will be sent to anyone requesting more info. prices on bulk 


and custom ordérs negotiable. 
r : g Art for the Revolution 








Direct Action: 
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Down on the Farm 


by: Kenneth C. Hone 

While chartered banks fatten on 
huge profits, the farmers of Ontario 
are talking of armed resistance to 
save their farms, their very liveli- 
hood. It started in Grey and Bruce 
counties in the west of the province 
when grim men in masks cradling 
worn shotguns declared that they 
would not be put off the land they 
had worked for half a lifetime. Now 
the resistance has spread to Madoc a 
farming community in the east. 

Provińcial Minister of Agriculture 
Lorne Henderson’s comments have 
of course been predictable. “People 
are entitled to talk bcause we believe 
in freedom of speech in this country, 
but when they start threatening other 
people’s lives, that oversteps the 
bounds.” There is no mention of the 
very real threat to the lives of the 
farmers made. by the government 
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Greece 
ELEFTHEROTYPIA, Panepistimiou 
57, Athens, Greece 

ETHNOS, Mihalakopoulou 35, Ath- 
ens 711, Greece À 
AVRIANI, Dimitros l1, Tavros, Ath- 
ens, Greece 

Amnesty for the Greek revolutionaries 
No more state terrorism in Greece. 
Yours in the struggle 

Philip Kiritsis 

For contacts in Greece write to: 
Papadopoulos Panayiotis 
Miaouli 19, Amfithea 

Palaio Faliro, Athens, Greece 
Sofia Kiritsi 
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Anarchist Group at P.O. Box 571, 


_ Station P, Toronto, Ontario Canada. 


fUnclassifieds 


NORTH AMERICAN ANARCHIST 
NETWORK: To participate, make 50 
copies of your submission and mail it 
to the N.A.A.N., P.O. Box 18488, 
Denver CO. 80218. $3.00 donation 
encouraged. N.A.A.N. collates all 


submissions and mails them back out | 


to everyone. We exercise no editorial 
control. Deadline for issue #6 is Feb- 
ruary Ist, 1982. » 


FBI AGENT WANTED: The League 
for Evolutionary Anarchism and Free- 
dom is now accepting applications 
for an FBI infiltrator. Hours — long 
and irregular. Pay — nothing at all. 
Must be willing to sit all day in our 
office answering the phone, to hawk 
our newspaper outside the factory 
gates and get punched out by workers, 
to pre-sort our bulk mailings for us, 
to lick envelopes and otherwise do all 
our shitwork for us. Marxist-Leninist 


_ or SWP experience prefered but not 


required. To apply, send resume to 
L.E.A.F., P.O. Box 18488, Denver, 
CO. 80218. 


Cienfuegos Press Canada ceased to 
exist on November 25th, 1981. Please 
send all further orders either to Parti- 
san Press inthe U.S., Cienfuegos Dis- 
tributors in the U.S., or directly to 
Cienfuegos Press in Scotland. CPC 
thanks the few who supported it dur- 
ing its brief run. 


May Day Disaster Fund Draw: Ist 
Prize: 2 matching Lopi wool jumpers 
hand-knitted in Orcadian “Magnus” 
pattern. 2nd and 3rd Prizes: Orcadian 
Food Hamper including a bottle of 
Highland Park malt whiskey. Other 
Prizes: Orcadian knitwear, Orcadian 
malt whiskey, book tokens and lots of 
unusual prizes. 

The draw will be held at the May 
Day Party to be held at the Auto- 
nomy Club in London, England, on 


Agi you can contact the TOTOAN 





Ray Nak 


“He had a little trouble at the office, Doctor. 


How do I go «bout removing tar 
and feathers?” 
backed institutes of capital. Hender- 
son goes on to say that he believes the 
Ontario Provincial Policies are cap- 
able of maintaining law and order. 


Too Blaody Right! There is no aid for 


families seeing the work of a lifetime 
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agreement whether or not our Quebec 
sisters and brothers were satisfied 
with it. We didn’t sell them out 
though. We waited till their local 
issues were resolved. 

The tentative agreement at 1005 
was ratified in Hamilton on Decem- 
ber 3 by 77% of the 10,000 votes 
cast. The other locals also settled. 
We went on strike in August reject- 
ing a wage and benefits package 
valued at $6.59 (impact cost). The 

was worth _ 
Ey 84 (impact Esi | The union ‘suc. 
ceeded in winning departmental 
health and safety committees, a subtle 





Saturday, May Ist, 1982. Prize winners 
will be notified by First Class Mail if 
not present. 

The money raised will be used to 
alleviate the enormous debts owed by 
Cienfuegos Press thereby insuring its 
continued survival if enough is raised. 
Tickets are available from STRIKE! 
for 50 cents each or from Cienfuegos 
Press, Over the Water, Sanday, Ork- 
ney, KW17 2B1, Scotland for 25p 
each. 

We at STRIKE! encourage your 

generous support. 
STRIKE! buttons (Black on Red) will 
be available by the beginning of the 
year. They are $1.00 each and availa- 
ble from us. The funds from sales go 
to aid our survival as a monthly 
publication. y 


Calendar 


New York City 


Libertarian Book Club Forum. ‘‘Ter- 


rorism and Revolutionary Violence,” 
speaker, Paul Berman. January 27 at 
7:30 pm, 369 8th Ave. at the corner of 
29th St. 


St. Catharines 

Repression and Resistance in Poland. 
Zygmunt Przetakiewicz, a Solidarity 
member, and others will speak on the 
resistance in Poland. Mid-January, 
date to be announced. 
information contact: P.W.S.C., Box 
284, Main Station, St. Catherines, 
Ontario, L2R 6T7 or phone (416) 
684-6069. 


Toronto 

Perpetuating Poverty: Canadian Aid 
and the North-South Dialogue. 190] 
Yonge St., 8th floor, at 7:30 pm, on 
February 9. Sponsored by the Latin 
American Working Group 


For more ~ 


slip through their fingers, but let the 
uppity bastards get out of line and 
see them get clobbered! 

The Madoc group have not made 
any threats of violence at this time 
but are planning road blocking man- 
oeuvers and will hide machinery to 
keep it out of the hands of the receiv- 
ers. Violence will only bring down 
greater violence and a fight which as 
yet the farmers can only lose. All 
other means should be put into effect 


immediately. 
Anarchists should not like 


Bakunin mistake the third month of 
pregnancy for the ninth. Here again 
however we are. offered the oppor- 
tunity of supporting a genuine grass 
roots movement, and as in so many 
other cases if our support is offered it 
will be accepted with thanks. Anar- 
chists support direct action down on 
the farm. : 





form of indexing on pensions and 
joint administration of the group 
insurance and pension programmes. 
Vacation improvements were not ade- 
quate in the eyes of many workers 
however. And there was no guarantee 
against lay-offs. As well the member- 
ship was not advised about a clause 
in the agreement suspending the sen- 
iority list for one month. On the other 
hand contract language and other 
intangibles have been improved and 
simplified. But the most important 


é _Tesult of i our dispute is a novel mil- — 


“itant political style which Will be of” 
considerable moment while we pre- ~ 
pare to go Back for More in °84. 


Unclassifieds 





S.R.A.F. Bulletin: The discussion bul- 
letin of the Social Revolutionary Anar- 
chist Federation has been revived. It 
is now published by Frontline, P.O. 
Box 21071, Washington, D.C. 20009. 
Subs. are $6,00 for 6 issues to individ- 
uals (by voluntary donation) or $12.00 
to institutions with funded acquisition 
programmes: 


Foundation: A discussion journal of 
anarchist theory aimed at a compila- 
tion of articles suitable for an anar- 
chist study guide. Published bi-month- 
*ly it is directed towards anarchists 
serious about theoretical work. The 
deadline for the third issue will be 
March 1. Write: Foundation c/o P.O. 
Box 3658, Regina, Saskatchewan S4P 
3N8, Canada. 


Calendar 





Upcoming 
Events 


| New York 


Libertarian Book Club Forums. Feb- 
ruary 24 at 7:30 pm “Situationism” 
with speakers formerly with the Situa- 
tionist International. March 24 at 7:30 
pm “The International Ecology Move- * 
ment” with Murray Bookchin author 
of Toward an Ecological Society. For 
location, see above. 

Montreal 

The Intellectuals and the State with 
Noam Chomsky and other speakers 
to be announced. June 5, 1982. time 
and location to be announced. Spon- 
sored by the Anarchos Institute. For 
more information contact: Anarchos 
Institute, 3981 St. Laurent, 4th floor, 
Montreal, Canada, H2W 1Y5 


January 15, 1982 





K uron To rtured 


As we go to press STRIKE! has just learned that Jacek Kuron 
and Adam Michnik have been brutally beaten and tortured by 
the “forces of order” in Poland. Both were founding members 
and prominent activists in the Workers’ Defense Committee 
(KOR) which later became the Social Self-Defense Committee 
(KSS). The KSS-KOR dissolved itself into Solidarity last 
September. 

When the Polish state responded to the June 1976 strikes and 
demonstrations with massive repression Kuron and Michnik 
were instrumental in rallying the dissidents who formed the KOR 
behind the victimized workers. Thanks in large part to their 
activities a successful international campaign developed against 
the repression. In about a year all of the imprisoned workers 
were freed. 

Kuron and Michnik both have long histories of being on the 
receiving end of state repression. Now as a new wave of state 
terrorism engulfs Poland they have received particularily brutal 
treatment. Although the STRIKE! Collective has taken a very 
critical stance towards the KOR’s social-democratic politics we 
are no less outraged at the treatment of Kuron and Michnik 
than we are about the internment of thousands of workers in the 
concentration camps of the Polish ‘workers’ state”. 

We fully support all calls for their immediate release just as we 
actively demand freedom for everyone detained under martial 
law now’! 





SE 

SEER 

SS RK o SNS : 
N 


e EEEO 


e caren 


SSS = 


MAKE HIGHER EDUCATION 
YOUR PRIORITY 
- Subscribe To 


STRIKE! 


Start the new year off right with a subscription to STRIKE! 
our new subscriptien rates: - 
Individuals — $6.00 for one year (10 isues) 
— $11.00 for two years (20 issues) 
— $15.00 for three years (30 issues) 
Organizations — $12.00 for one year. 
Libraries — $12.00 for one year. 
Prisoners — Free on request. 
; Make cheques and money orders payable to STRIKE! and 
send them to: | 
STRIKE!, P.O. Box 284, Main Station, St. Catharines, Onta- 
rio, Canada, L2R 6T7. l 

















-Fear of Buying 


. A Vancouver-based insurance company has come up with 
an unusual way of making money off working-class fear of 
unemployment — consumption insurance. Under the terms of 
the plan workers will be able to hold onto their consumer 
durables even if the crisis doesn’t let them hold onto their jobs. 
The insurance company will guarantee their credit payments to 
a maximum of $500 a month for up to 10 months. As company 
spokesperson John Garret put it the plan “should take a per- 
son’s fear out of buying a car, if he’s worried that his factory or 
company could be shut down.” According to Garret the plan 
is proving to be very popular. “With the-economic situation 


and the lay-offs; we thought it would-be a saleable item” he 


said, “its amazing the way it has taken off.” 


From the Halls of Montezuma 
to the Shores of Tripoli 


dn a move patently designed to prime the American public 


for drastic action against Libya the Whitehouse floated a rum- - 


our that two Libyan “hit-teams” were on the trail of Ronald 
Reagan with the intention of assassinating him. The screams of 
outrage that greeted this “revelation” were a reflection of a 
certain shortness of memory if not outright hypocrisy. It wasn’t 
so long ago, after all, that the CIA tried everything from 
exploding cigars to poison in an attempt to knock off Fidel 
Castro and various other world leaders out of favour with the 
US government at the time. Apparently, though, turnabout is 
definitely not fair play as far as the US is concerned. 

Even in the unlikely event that the allegations prove to con- 


tain an element of truth — they are certainly not out of charac- . 
ter for Qadaffi or, for that matter, any other regime — a good 


case could be made that the Libyan leader is only acting in 
self-defense. There is a certain cause for alarm when even the 


staid old British journal, The Economist, can editorially call for — 


the assassination of a foreign head of state without a whisper 
of protest from those who usually fulminate against “interna- 


. tional terrorism.” $ 


The only really unusual thing in all this mutual talk of assas- 
sination is the public manner in which it is being debated. It 
used to be that the states of the world excercised a certain 
amount of discretion in these sordid affairs. Apparently that is 
now a thing of the past along with formal declarations of war 
and the like. As Steve Martin might quip — Statism is not 
pretty. | 


Socialism Marches On 

When Francois Mitterand was campaigning for election last 
year he actively sought the votes of France’s anti-nuclear 
movement. In late November his newly elected Socialist 
government announced that six new reactors would be built in 
1982-83. The enraged anti-nuke activists vented their anger ina 
demonstration at the site of a proposed nuke near Valence 
d’Agen in southwestern France. The demonstrators found 
socialist truncheons to be just as vicious as capitalist ones and 
over 20 people were injured and 11 arrested: The bitter mil- 


Nov. 21 
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~- about civil disobedience. Kirkland’s response has been to talk 


about a second Solidarity Day at the polls in November. Both 
of these bureaucrats are intent on leading us nowhere and we 
must have no illusions to the contrary. 

The very content of their respective protests makes this 
crystal clear. It was no accident, for instance, that McDer- 
mott always spoke on November 21 about “the Canadian 
people”. The CLC even had a representative of small business 
address the demonstrators. Fortunately few were impressed 
by his speech. ; 

-As for Kirkland the whole purpose of Solidarity Day was 
to restore the traditional relationship of the unions with the 
Democrats. Were it not for the Carter Administration’s anti- 
labour policies and the support many congressional demo- 
crats have given Reagonomics the demonstration would 
never have taken place. 

The reason for these things is simple enough. Both 
McDermott and Kirkland are class collaborationist to the 
core, Both are set on forging cross-class alliances against the 
policies of monetarist economics. 

To those ossified leftists who are so enthusiastic about 
popular fronts these demonstrations do indeed mark a major 
advance. But for those of us who believe in class-based polit- 
ics this is hardly the case. This is not to say that these demon- 
strations do not serve some useful purpose. They do. 

In Canada they bring together Quebecois and English 
Canadian workers in common struggle. This helps weaken 
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itants accused the socialists of betrayal — but they were wrong. 
As Bakunin wrote, over a hundred years ago, once individuals 
or parties achieve political power_even ‘tthe most extreme of 
democrats, the most raging rebels become the most cautious of 
conservatives. Such recantations are usually regarded as acts of 
treason, but that is an error; their main cause is simply the 
change of position and hence of perspective.” 


=- Dem’ Bones Revisited 

In the last Libertarian Notes column we reported on the 
macabre incident that had Nicaragua and Costa Rica squab- 
bling over the authenticity of the bones of a dead hero. Now it 
seems the Israelis are combing the boneyards for useful mar- 
tyrs as well. The particular bones in question belonged to a 
certain Bar-Kochba who led an unsuccessful revolt against 
Roman rule in 132-135 AD that ended up costing the lives of 
500,000 of the 1.3 million Jews then living in the area: The 
bones had been gathering dust in a museum for 20 years, since 
their discovery in 1961, until under pressure from Shlomo 
Goren, Israel’s chief rabbi, the government decided to give 
them a full state burial. 

The funeral was to have been a patriotic ritual in the “Never 
Again” vein but a few dissenting voices have spoiled’some of 
the fun. Apart from the dubious authenticity of the bones 
themselves Yehoshafat Harkabi, an Israeli historian, contends 
that Bar-Kochba’s revolt, far from being a glorious episode, 
was an act of self-destructive fanatacism. Harkabi argues that 
the rebels lacked the political realism to know when they were 
beaten and their continued resistance led to a disaster 
unequalled in the annals of Jewish history until the Holocaust. 
He also points.out that the modern Israeli state is showing the 


same kind of blindness in its refusal to negotiate realistically | 


with it’s neighbors. As Harkabi noted, Israel “cannot set up 
Bar-Kochba’s deeds as an example without falling into the 
contradiction of worshipping the greatest destruction to befall 
our nation.” © 
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š SEN ‘ 
Tis the Season to be... 

Two London, England, men dressed up as Santa Claus 
really got into the spirit of things recently as they fought over a 
prime street location. As mothers and young children looked 
on police waded in to separate the two and drag them off to 
jail. The two men were later fined and ordered to keep the 
peace for one year. In Winnipeg, Canada, a 23-year-old shop- 


ping mall Santa was taken to jail after going berserk when he 


found $590 missing from his wallet. The man, arrested after 
twice knocking down his mother, faces assault charges that 
include biting a police officer on the thigh. One witness said 
that some of the 25 children waiting in the mall to talk to Santa, 
began to cry. Last year in Toronto, Canada, a man was arrested 
outside a downtown shopping centre after loudly telling 
pasersby that parents should stop lying to their children by 
telling them that there was a Santa Claus. They should have 
listenéd. Merry Christmas. 


the scourge of anti-Quebecois chauvanism and acquaints 
large numbers of anglophone workers with the militant tradi- 
tions of the Quebec working class. This fact was obvious 
enough in Ottawa insofar as the colourful Quebecois con- 
tingents displayed a feeling of militance alien to most of 


_ English Canada. 


In the U.S; Solidarity Day mobilized hundreds of thou- 
sands of workers who had never been toa big demonstration 
before.The eventunquestionably heightened awareness of the 
implications of the Patco strike among American workers. 
Similarly it gave them a renewed sense of themselves as a class 
despite the orientation of the union bureaucrats. 

Demonstrations such as these could mark a major advance 
for us if they took place in combination with direct action in 
our workplaces and communities. There are some isolated 
“ndications of this happening ie. protest actions in Ontario in 
front of banks. Militants who recognize the intent of the 
union bureaucrats’ strategies must encourage these. 

However our main goal should be mobilization towards 
general strike action. A general strike is something which 
cannot be ignored. More importantly general strikes will 
counteract the electoral illusions spread by the bureaucrats 
and give us as workers a greater sense of our collective power 
to change the conditions of everyday life. 

General strikes leave no room for alliances with small 
business. But they do leave plenty of room for a wide array of 
creative actions in all spheres of society making for direct 
assaults upon: capital. For these reasons we should begin 
mobilizing for general strikes in Quebec, English Canada and 
the U.S. now, 
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Diablo Canyon Fiasco 


By Bill Weinberg 


There are those of us in the anti- 
nucl®ar movement who realize that , 
the corporate state being what it is, 
our methods of fighting nukes are 
limited. . Big concerts and rallies are 
do it. Trying to convince 
rs is not going to do it (con- 
they are funded by). 
aly two things which are 







oe bg is energy-independance 


7 ~ through: the development of alterna- 


> 


tec nologies. The other is direct 
action. ; 

Direct action must — at least — 
intend to be effective in order to really 
be direct action. Otherwise it is sym- 
bolic action and we might as well go 
back to concerts, rallies and letter- 
writing. If we aren’t effective, then 
why put ourselves in a position where 
the media labels us “extremists” and 
“terrorists”? I don’t know by what _ 
contortions of logic a nonvio 
movement can be termed “terrorist.” 
But the use of that false description 
indicates that they ame more worried 
about direct action than massive ral- 
lies in Washington D.C. 

~The recent focus of direct action 
has been Diablo Canyon on the cen- 
tral Californian coast; where, inthe 
epitome of nearsighted irresponsibil- 
ity, a nuke has been built®n an earth- 
quake fault. For years ‘in advance, a» 





= group called ‘Abalone Alliance. 


kd 





planned and organized for a massive 
blockade to keep the plant from 
operating. Or So it was claimed. 

In the Blockade Handbook, Aba- 
lone Alliance asks each blockader for 
a commitment of at least one month. 


It states in the Handbook that Aba- 


-quite sure what 


lone Alliance will not consider ending 
the blockade until they have an offi- 
cial document from Pacific Gas and 
Electric and the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission stating that Diablo will 
“never be operated as a nuclear facil- 
ity”. It goes on to say that the docu- 
ment must be legally binding and 
announced at a press conference be- 
fore the end of the blockade. “The 
blockade is not symbolic but is intend- 
ed to actually obstruct the operation 
of the plant, and will be sustained for 
as long as necessary.” 

Within ten days of the start of the 
action, the organizers were speaking 
of ending it “with dignity”. When too 
many people objected to that, it was ` 
decided that the action would enter 
“phase two.” Nobody seemed to be 
“phase two” meant. 
But ħew incoming blockaders were 
told to “go home and organize”. It 
became obvious that ‘phase two” 
was a euphemism for the end of the 


ge 
“Tø put it mildly, we seem to have 


fallen short of our goals. This can be 
partially attributed to lack of num- 
bers. The action was scheduled to 
begin after the security at tHe plant was 
cleared, a seemingly: arbitrary time 
(for after the security decision, the 
plant would still have to pass the local 






> Poe `i palo 


: ER tesne before i it cone be rope se 


ated). Everybody knew that the secur- 
ity would be cleared eventually. But 


_after months of waiting, it became 


increasingly evident that the authori- 
ties were waiting for the start of the 
fall semester, which would presum- 
ably diminish our numbers. Yet the 


November an: largest demonstration in Canadian history. 


General Strikes Needed 


by Brian Amesly 

On November 21 perhaps as many 
as 100,000 demonstrators assembled 
before the parliament buildings. in 
Ottawa to protest against the conse- 
quences of high interest rates. It was 
the biggest, demonstration in Cana- 
dian history and ample testimony to 


the ability of the Canadian Labour 


Congress (CLC) to mobilize mass 
action against the effects of the deep- 
ening economic crisis. 


For CLC President Dennis McDer- 
mott the protest was a short-lived, 
personal triumph much as Solidarity 
Day had been for AFL-CIO Presi- 


_ dent Lane Kirkland in the U.S. How- 
ever, their brief spates of glory have- 


achieved little for us as workers. 
Both protests completely failed to 
alter the course of the ruling class 
offensive. In the U.S. Reagan's cut- 
backs have only been barely modi- 
died by the Democrats in Congress. 


organizers refused to consider starting 
the action early. The security was 
cleared the week after Labor Day, 
just a few days into the semester. 


‘3 The way the action was set up was 


another problem. After previous ac- 


tions at Diablo (Hiroshima Day, 1977 
1978) it was reportedly stated by the 


police that they would have been 
helpless to defend the plant if the 


blockaders had entered the property. 


surrounding the plant all at once 
instead of in separate groups. Yet the 
same strategy was used again this 
time around. The organizers had the 
blockaders enter in stages, rather than 
full force, and again they were easily 
arrested. 

It was also reportedly stated by 
local authorities that the security at 
the plant was so tight that it was 
impossible for anyone to get within 
six miles of the reactor building. My 
affinity group camped for eight days 
within a quarter of a mile of the reac- 
tor building. By staying mobile and 
well-hidden we managed to evade 
arrest. Many other groups used similar 


tactics and were arrested only after 


reaching the double fence that closely 
surrounds the reactor building. Keep- 
ing in mind the dangerous weapons- 
grade fuel which is currently on the 
site, I RE say that niobio consti- 


According to regulation, they can- 
not fire up the reactor if there are any 
unauthorized persons within the vic- 
inity of the nuke. Itis very possible to 
set up an extended presence in that 


See Diablo p. 5 





In Canada the Neueithe: 21 action 
has had no impact upon the Liberal 
government’s policies whatsoever. 
Significantly, the few changes to the 
Liberal government’s budget have 
been primarily in response to pres- 
sure from the business community. 
McDermott knows this full well 
and has begun making empty noises 


See Nov. 21 p. 7 
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January 15, 1982 


More UAW Capitulation 


IE 
> 


Early last month the Executive Board of the United: Auto Workers 
(UAW) voted 25to lin favour of rescinding its opposition to the renegotia- 
tion of existing contracts. UAW President bongas Fraser specifically 
expressed a desire to abandon what he termed a “rigid” policy. At thesame 
time he insisted that, “We are not backing down at all.” 

Nothing could be further from the truth. Seizing upon the precedent set 
at Chrysler, employers in the auto and auto-related industries are intensi- 
fying their drive for major cuts in our wages and benefits. The UA W is in 
retreat and they know it. 

The opportunities presented by this are so far-reaching that some of the 
auto bosses must be viewing the crisis in the industry as a blessing in 
disguise. But for autoworkers already battered by the effects of the crisis 





rr 


the UAW’s capitulation will simply mean an acceleration in the decline of - 


_their real wages. 

The bosses are already engaging workers at different plants in a bidding 
war. Supposedly, those workers who bid the most concessions will be 
assured of their jobs. But the question remains of for how long? At 
Chrysler the workforce has been slashed by 70,000 over the last couple of 
years despite the massive UAW bailout. : 

With nearly 200,000 autoworkers on indefinite layoff there is justifiable 
fear in our ranks. Our fear is to the bosses’ advantage. They will use it to no 
end throughout the 1980's particularly with the robotization of production 
posing the threat of the elimination of a massive number of additional 
jobs. . 

Our collective strength as the rank and file of the union remains the one 


~~ 


obstacle on the UA W’s road to our ruin. We must use it effectively to turn - 


things around and take the offensive. 

-= Given the necessity of this the actions of ¢ Canadian autoworkers will be 
decisive because the Canadian UA W remains committed to a no conces- 
sions position. In fact the one vote cast against the Executive Board’s 


-reversal was that of Canadian UAW Director Robert White. 


Many will conclude from this that Canadian autoworkers should enthu- 


siastically rally behind their union leadership. Quite to the contrary we 


must stand as one in support of the, position of no concessions while 


harbouring no illusions whatsoever about the UAW bureaucracy in Can- - 


ada. We need only remember how we were shafted by them during the last 
round of contract negotiations. 


" e 


Ultimately, however, the realities of US domination of both the auto — 


industry and of the UAW will compe White and the rest of the Gánadiar: 
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W BaTeatcr: Cy pers: behind recat of concessions. When asked 
whether we will agree our answer must be a powerful no. ae A 
Down with Bill 89 Sees 


: i 
_ The problems associated with forced votes supervised by the state are 


not just going to fade away. Thats the lesson one can draw from strikes 
like the dispute between Canada Cement and the United Cement, Lime 
and Gypsum Workers International L.U. 386in Woodstock, Ontario. 
After the state and the company forced workers to vote on a proposed 
contract, October 18, 1980, an indecisive result occured. The proposed 
agreement was accepted by only a one-vote margin. The union refused to 
call off the strike. The company tried to resume production with the aid of 
hired thugs. The labour board tried to force the unionists back to work 
November 18, 1980. And then the labour board made the union pay 
$13,093 to the company to compensate them for payments to the strike- 
breaker firm between November 18 and November 24 when the strike was 
called off. Thats an example of the financial and human costs imposed on 
unions by Bill 89. The fact that unions now get automatic dues check-off 
in Ontario does not warrant this concession. There can be no adequate 
trade-off for a bill-with provisions that assume workers would not strike 
without being pressured to do so by the union leadership. Such a view is 
inconsistent with co-existing lelgislation that punishes a union executive 
for acts of the membership such as wild-cats. The intended effect in both 
cases, as H.C. Pentland understood, is to divide the union leadership and 
the rank-and-file. This type of insidious legislation needs to be recinded. 


Look Who’s Talkin’ Union Now 


It’s a telling indication of the depth of the economic crisis when profes- 


~ sors at the University of Toronto start talking union. But that’s exactly 


what’s happening. 

In response to a proposed 9.1% annual wage increase the University of 
Toronto’s Faculty Association raised the spectre of union certification. It 
seems the faculty has been getting raises below the inflation rate for 
several years now and have had enough. ques 

University President James Ham blames government underfunding. 


Quite accurately so. Cutbacks have been turning the university, system 


increasingly into a preserve for rich students for a decade now. Rising 


tuition fees, cuts in student aid programs and class overcrowding have 
become the order of the day and will intensity. ay 

Student union bureacrats have staged many pitifully” ineffective, pro- 
tests. Now they may find some new allies in the form of faculty union 
bureaucrats. Indeed, at a recent student protest U of Ts Dean of Social 
Sciences hypocritically called on students to stage more protests to keep 
the pressure on. 

But the day when students and faculty take to the streets and erect joint 
picket lines at the U of T remains far away. Faculty association head 
Harvey Dyck says faculty merely wants salary and benefit disputes put to 
binding arbitration. Clearly, these “professionals” have been obedient 
servants of capital for too long to appear to stoop to the level of mere 
workers by striking. It would shatter their fantasies about being part of 
the mythical ‘middle class”. s 
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